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IIT global meet in Hyderabad to lay thrust on R&D 

The event will take place from December 19-21 

BS Reporter  |  Hyderabad   
June 29, 2014 Last Updated at 20:49 IST  
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-global-meet-in-hyderabad-to-lay-thrust-on-r-d-
114062900607_1.html 
 
The annual conference of IIT alumni worldwide this year would offer greater thrust on establishing India as a global hub 
for research and development.      
The 12th edition of global IITians meet, Pan IIT Hyderabad Alumni Meet, would take place from December 19-21 in the 
city with the Telangana government as it main sponsorer. 
“The event is a nicer combination of IITians networking and discussing the innovation agenda for the country. Also, we 
may have a discussion on government partnership aimed at creating a change at the grassroot levels,” said IIT alumni 
Santanu Paul, who is CEO and MD of Talent Spring. 
The event will see participation of 3,000 IITians including global Indian CEOs, managing directors and venture capitalists. 
Last year, while the event happened in Houston in the US, it is for the first time it has come to the city. 
Announcing the event at the Indian School of Business here today, dean Ajit Rangnekar urged the IITians to explore 
opportunities to repay to the country and the humanity at large. “the commitment to the country is fulfilled only when 
the IIT gets well known for its social work and impact on society as it had on the Silicon Valley in the US and elsewhere,” 
he said. 
Suneet Singh Tuli, CEO of Datawind, maker of the popular Akash tablet, said technologists could play a huge role in 
seeing a smarter India in the next five years. 

IIT Roorkee committed to rebuilding lives in Uttarakhand: 

Director  

http://zeenews.india.com/news/uttarakhand/iit-roorkee-committed-to-rebuilding-lives-in-uttarakhand-

director_943683.html 

New Delhi: A year has passed since Uttarakhand was ravaged by floods, but the Himalayan state still lies in 

shambles. Hoping to avoid future disasters, IIT Roorkee is studying the "dynamic behaviour" of the rivers, 

which have changed their course, to adopt suitable measures, says its director Pradipta Banerji.  

 

The institute is also planning to channelise the skills of local artisans to develop new design paradigms.  

 

Highlighting that some of Uttarakhand's rivers like Alaknanda, Mandakini, Asiganga and Bhagirathi have 

undergone "major morphological changes" in the last few years due to cloud bursts and consequent flooding, 

Banerji stressed on the need for studying their unpredictable behaviour.  

 

"Rivers have shifted from their due course due to bank erosion, while at other locations, severe aggradation and 

degradation in the river beds have occurred. IIT Roorkee has identified that there is a need for studying the 

dynamic behaviour of the river so that suitable measures could be adopted for protections of river banks and 

structures," Banerji, a recipient of the National Science Talent Scholarship in India, told IANS in an e-mail 

interview.  

 

He added that researchers at the institute's department of civil engineering are addressing issues like assessment 

of floods in Uttarakhand's major rivers in view of cloud bursts; carrying out detailed studies for the reaches of 

rivers in proximity of habitations using satellite images; and also identifying critical and vulnerable sites along 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-global-meet-in-hyderabad-to-lay-thrust-on-r-d-114062900607_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-global-meet-in-hyderabad-to-lay-thrust-on-r-d-114062900607_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iit+Alumni
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Global+Hub
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Santanu+Paul
http://zeenews.india.com/news/uttarakhand/iit-roorkee-committed-to-rebuilding-lives-in-uttarakhand-director_943683.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/uttarakhand/iit-roorkee-committed-to-rebuilding-lives-in-uttarakhand-director_943683.html


Page 4 of 27 

 

the rivers in respect of bank erosion, shifting of rivers, inundation, aggradation and degradation.  

 

"A pilot study has already been carried out for protection of Tiloth bridge at Uttarkashi, and based on the results 

of the study it has been recommended to provide an additional bay of length 35m to ensure safety of the bridge 

against the morphological changes," Banerji disclosed.  

 

Banerji, who joined IIT Roorkee as director in October 2011, added that this would ensure that the bridge 

remains protected from the ravages of the river, ensuring safety of local people and easy access to facilities in 

that area.  

 

He stated that the institute's focus is to develop a "holistic design-based approach and to provide solutions to 

problems in Uttarakhand".  

 

"The solutions to these problems include improvements in water, ecosystem, local produce, crafts and the 

quality of life of people in the state," Banerji told IANS.  

 

He added that the institute, which has domain expertise in the areas of science, engineering and technology, 

aims at "integrating the outcomes of research in these areas for the benefit of the state and its people".  

 

But how does the institute intend to explore and optimally use the skills of local artisans to develop new design 

models?  

 

"The basic objective of IITR's design school is to preserve the local heritage of the Himalayan state and in turn 

generate means of livelihood for local artisans and craftsmen. Traditional knowledge will be documented and 

also integrated with contemporary design innovations to produce and develop marketable prototypes," he said.  

He explained that this includes creation of a directory of artisans, convergence of local craftsmen, preservation 

of Himalayan ecology and produce, inventory of local materials and ensure a wider dissemination of the 

generated knowledge base.  

 

"Several projects are already in process that incorporate modern design methods with traditional crafts," Banerji 

told IANS.  

 

A B.Tech graduate from IIT Delhi himself, he welcomes the Narendra Modi government's focus on skill 

development as he feels that skills and knowledge are the "driving forces of economic growth and social 

development" for any country.  

 

He said IIT Roorkee faculty was part of many of the Skills Mentor Councils set up by the labour and 

employment ministry to improve vocational training in India in various sectors of the economy.  

 

"In addition, a construction technology innovation centre is being set up in IIT Roorkee by the ministry, to work 

with vocational training institute students and graduates to create innovative technology and processes for 

application in the construction industry," he said.  

 

"The overall mission of IIT Roorkee is to manage the conflict between the aspirations of the people of 

Uttarakhand and the needs of the tourism industry on one side and the water resources and the fragile 

Himalayan ecology on the other side, by developing sustainable solutions that address all the axes mentioned 

above," he added. 
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IITs to share expertise with other engineering institutes 

Gauree Malkarnekar,TNN | Jun 30, 2014, 12.28 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IITs-to-share-expertise-with-other-engineering-

institutes/articleshow/37483422.cms 

PANAJI: Directors of Indian institutes of technology (IIT) on Sunday, at their closed-door meeting with Union human 

resource development (HRD) minister Smriti Irani in Goa, discussed in detail the possibility of each IIT extending its 

expertise to other engineering institutes located in their vicinity. 

 

The 'retreat' in Goa was summoned by Irani, who, along with the IIT directors, remained tight-lipped about the 

proceedings of the day-long meeting. 

 

Goa chief minister Manohar Parrikar, an IIT alumnus, too joined in the discussions for a couple of hours before sharing a 

meal with the minister and the directors. 

 

Parrikar, before leaving the meeting venue at Dona Paula, said, "IITs are nuclei of technology education. The directors 

spoke about making IITs the hub of technical education and developing knowledge-sharing network and mentoring 

other engineering institutes located nearby. They want to extend their expertise to other colleges." 

 

The IITs want to build on the plan by expanding their technical education quality improvement programme (TEQIP) for 

the purpose. 

 

Sources said that the IIT directors also sought enhanced financial assistance from the central government for further 

strengthening of the institutes and to boost specialized research at each of the premiere institutes. They also discussed 

ways to improve mechanisms of academic appraisal and review rankings of the IITs. 

 

Irani flew in to Goa especially for the retreat that lasted from 9am to 5pm on Sunday, after which she immediately flew 

out of the state. 

 

Parrikar, responding to questions by reporters, said the IIT directors welcomed the Union HRD ministry's plans of setting 

up new IITs in states that do not have an IIT. Goa is among states that are expected to get an IIT. 

 

"Some directly link setting up of an IIT in Goa to how many Goan students will actually be able to make it to the institute. 

But that is not correct. Imagine the synergy created with the setting up of such a premiere institute and imagine the 

linkage the IIT will provide for local engineering colleges," Parrikar said. 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Gauree-Malkarnekar.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IITs-to-share-expertise-with-other-engineering-institutes/articleshow/37483422.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IITs-to-share-expertise-with-other-engineering-institutes/articleshow/37483422.cms
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IIT directors want incentives to attract PG students 

Gauree Malkarnekar, TNN | Jun 29, 2014, 02.03AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-directors-want-incentives-to-attract-PG-
students/articleshow/37416727.cms 

 

PANAJI: Directors of Indian institutes of technology have decided to approach Union human resource 

development (HRD) minister Smriti Irani to provide incentives to attract students, including more international 

students, to pursue post-graduate studies at the IITs. 

 

Putting their minds together on Saturday to discuss ways to take IITs forward, the directors-in Goa for a retreat 

called by the minister to discuss problems faced by the premiere institutes and their possible solutions-used the 

opportunity to perfect their presentations to be made to Irani, who was unable to attend day-one. 

 

At the closed-door, five-hour-long meeting at the International Centre Goa, Dona Paula, the directors, said 

sources, also spoke about asking the government to better utilize the results of in-depth research done by IIT 

students in different areas, including the pollution of River Ganga. 

Sources said the directors will also speak to Irani about mentoring institutes of higher education other than IITs 

to "promote an ecosystem of high-quality engineering education". 

 

Irani is expected to join the deliberations on Sunday. She will spend the entire day with the directors, and the 

high-profile group will be joined for lunch by Goa chief minister Manohar Parrikar, an IITian himself. 

 

The directors will discuss with Irani ways to engage IIT alumni further for development of the institutes and the 

need for more industry-academia collaborations in areas of research, technology transfers, setting up of 

incubation centres and research parks, resource sharing, adjunct faculty, etc. 

 

"The directors spoke about how they should get more such opportunities for discussion on a common platform. 

They have decided that each director will speak on the decided topics for around 5 minutes. Outstanding 

examples in each decided area will be presented before the minister, followed by any challenges in the area and 

feasible solutions. It was decided that discussions should be kept to the point by each director so that the retreat 

is utilized to discuss wide and diverse points," said a source. 

 

Amid criticism that Irani does not possess the required qualifications to be a HRD minister, the minister 

impressed IIT directors in the first week of June by calling them for a discussion and by scheduling the retreat 

in Goa. tnn 

IIT 2014 Global Conference to be held on December 19 at 
Hyderabad  

HYDERABAD: The IIT 2014 Global Conference, an annual meeting of IIT alumni worldwide, is scheduled to be held here 
from December 19 to December 21.  
 
To be held in the city for the first time, the conference would see participation of more than 3,000 IIT alumni working in 
diverse fields around the world, its organisers said here today.  
 
The event would be co-hosted by the Pan-IIT Hyderabad Alumni Association and IIT Hyderabad with the support of the 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Gauree-Malkarnekar.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-directors-want-incentives-to-attract-PG-students/articleshow/37416727.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-directors-want-incentives-to-attract-PG-students/articleshow/37416727.cms


Page 12 of 27 

 

Government of Telangana, they said. Started in 2002, this is the 12th edition of IIT Global Conference and past editions 
have been held in major cities of the US and India, they added.  
 

Develop satellite for SAARC nations: Modi tells scientists 

IndiaToday.in  Chennai, June 30, 2014 | UPDATED 12:50 IST  

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/pslv-launch-in-sriharikota-isro-narendra-modi-witness-1-369179/1/369179.html  

This is a "global endorsement of India's space capability", said Prime Minister Narendra Modi after the successful launch 
of an Indian rocket that carried five foreign satellites. 

Modi said: "Congratulations to everybody." 

"I feel specially privileged to witness this event in person," said Modi who clapped as the Polar Satellite Launch 

Vehicle-C23 (PSLV-C23) - standing around 44.4 metres tall and weighing around 230 ton - tore into the bright 

morning skies with orange flames fiercely burning at its tail. 

The rocket's main luggage is the 714 kg French earth observation satellite SPOT-7. 

Piggybacking on the main luggage are the four small satellites viz: 14-kg AISAT of Germany; NLS7.1 (CAN-

X4) and NLS7.2 (CAN-X5) from Canada each weighing 15 kg; and the 7-kg VELOX-1 of Singapore. 

He described it as "global endorsement of India's space capability". 

10:37 am: India's space programme is a perfect example of my vision of scale, speed and skill: PM. 

10:36 am: Can we also think of developing, a state-of-the-art, interactive, digital Space Museum: PM. 

10:36 am: Technology is central to development. It touches one and all, and is an important instrument of our 

national progress: PM. 

10:36 am: I have got to meet four generations of scientists and this is a big sign of progress: PM. 

10:35 am: I was very pleased to meet our young scientists here. I admire their work and their achievements: 

PM. 

10:35 am: India has the potential, to be the launch-service provider of the world. We must work towards this 

goal: PM. Also read: Indian rocket costs less than Hollywood movie 'Gravity': Modi  

10:34 am: Continued progress in space must remain a national mission. We must keep enhancing our space 

capabilities: PM. 

10:33 am: I also ask you, to enlarge the footprint of our satellite-based navigation system, to cover all of South 

Asia: PM. 

10:32 am: Today, I ask our space community, to take up the challenge, of developing a SAARC satellite: PM. 

10:31 am: India's space program, is driven by a vision of service to humanity. Not by a desire of power: PM. 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/pslv-launch-in-sriharikota-isro-narendra-modi-witness-1-369179/1/369179.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/pslv-c23-isro-indian-rocket-costs-less-than-hollywood-movie-gravity-modi/1/369196.html
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10:31 am: I urge Department of Space, to proactively engage with all stakeholders, to maximise use of space 

science in governance and development: PM. 

10:30 am: Accurate advanced warning, and tracking of Cyclone Phailin, saved countless lives recently: PM.  

10:29 am: Satellite communication channels, often end up being the only mode of communication: PM. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi witnessing the launch of PSLV-C23. 

 

10:28 am: GIS technology has transformed policy planning, implementation. Space imaging enables modern 

management, conservation of water resources: PM. 

10:26 am: Technology has a critical role in realising the vision of a Digital India - the power of 125 crore 

connected Indians: PM. 

10:25 am: Such technology is fundamentally connected with the common man. As a change agent, it can 

empower and connect, to transform his life: PM. 

10:23 am: I congratulate the scientists. This 'Sadhna' (penance) you have done in the lab has the power to 

change the lives of millions of people: PM. 

10:22 am: Our space journey has come a long way from the humble beginnings: PM. 

10:20 am: We are proud that our programme is indigenous. Generations of scientists have worked to make 

India a self-reliant space power: PM. 

10:18 am: Our ancestors had conceived of ideas like 'Shunya' (zero) and 'flying objects', long before others: 

PM. 

PM Narendra Modi at Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. 

10:17 am: This is a global endorsement of India's space capability: Narendra Modi. 

10:15 am: I feel specially privileged to witness the launch in person: Narendra Modi. 

10:13 am: PM Modi congratulates scientists for successful launch of PSLV-C23.  

09:55 am: Prime Minister Narendra Modi lauds ISRO for successful launching of PSLV-C23. 

09:54 am: PSLV C23 rocket carrying five satellites, including French Earth observation satellite SPOT 7, lifts 

off from Sriharikota. 

09:53 am: PSLV-C23 is carrying five satellites from four countries - France, Germany, Canada and Singapore. 

09:52 am: PSLV-C23 lifts off from Sriharikota in PM Narendra Modi's presence. 

09:45 am: Countdown for PSLV C-23 underway at Satish Dhawan Space Centre. 

09:40 am: PM Narendra Modi reaches Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota to witness PSLV launch. 
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An Indian rocket carrying a French earth observation satellite and four other foreign satellites blasted off from the 

rocket port. 

Exactly at 9.52 am, the rocket - Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle-C23 (PSLV-C23) - standing around 44.4 metres 

tall and weighing around 230 ton tore into the bright morning skies with orange flames fiercely burning at its 

tail. 

The rocket port is around 80 km from Chennai. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Andhra Pradesh Governor E.S.L. Narasimhan, Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 

Naidu, Union Minister Venkaiah Naidu, space scientists and other invitees at Indian Space Research 

Organisation's (ISRO) rocket mission control room intently watched the rocket's upward flight with one way 

ticket. 

This is the first space mission of the Modi-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government. 

The five satellites are being launched under commercial arrangements that Antrix Corporation - ISRO's 

commercial arm - has entered into with the respective foreign agencies. 

ISRO officials are hoping that the agency's around 20 minute crucial space mission will turn out to be a grand 

success. 

As per the mission plan, the rocket will first spit out its heaviest and costliest luggage - SPOT-7 - around 18 

minutes after the blast off. 

India had launched another French satellite SPOT-6 in 2012. The latest in the SPOT family of satellites is the 

SPOT-7. 

The ejection of SPOT-7 will be followed by AISAT (German), NLS7.1, NLS7.2 (both from Canada) and 

VELOX-1 (Singapore). 

Starting from 1999 India has launched 35 foreign satellites till date using its PSLV rocket. The successful 

launch of five satellites Monday would take the tally to 40. 

India began its space journey in 1975 with the launch of Aryabhatta using a Russian rocket and till date, it has 

completed over 100 space missions including missions to moon and mars. 

 

 

Read more at: http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/pslv-launch-in-sriharikota-isro-narendra-modi-witness-1-

369179/1/369179.html 

 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/pslv-launch-in-sriharikota-isro-narendra-modi-witness-1-369179/1/369179.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/pslv-launch-in-sriharikota-isro-narendra-modi-witness-1-369179/1/369179.html
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IIT Kharagpur pips other IITs in Asian university rankings 

TNN | Jun 30, 2014, 12.45 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Kolkata/IIT-Kharagpur-pips-other-IITs-in-Asian-university-

rankings/articleshow/37484081.cms 

KOLKATA: At a time when engineering hopefuls seem to be preferring Delhi or Mumbai over Kharagpur when it comes 

to choosing IITs, here's something that's bound to bring back some cheer — and hopefully some students — to the 

country's oldest IIT. 

 

IIT-Kharagpur (Kgp) has aced its peers in a prestigious annual ranking of Asian universities. The Times Higher Education 

(THE) rankings, Asia, 2014, has just been released and IIT-Kgp has not only figured in the top-50 but also managed to 

beat all the other IITs, which have all figured in the top-100. 

 

The best slot among Indian universities/institutions has been bagged by Punjab University, which has ranked 32 in the 

top-100 list. Interestingly, this university did not make it to the rankings last year. With a rank of 45, IIT-Kgp is the next 

best Indian institution. While it is a good show, it has slipped from last year's rank of 30. Interestingly, none of the other 

IITs made it to the top-100 last year. 

 

"We are delighted at the outcome of the survey. These matter a lot in the academic world these days as they help to 

shape up students' perceptions of institutions," said P P Chakraborty, director of IIT-Kgp. "We hope to get the best IIT-

JEE candidates since the admission process will definitely be buoyed by the survey results." 

 

IIT-Kanpur has followed IIT-Kgp with a long gap of 10 positions, with a rank of 55, while IITs Delhi and Roorkee have been 

tied at the 59th slot. There is a long gap after this, and the next entrants are IIT-Guwahati (at 74) and IIT-Madras (76). 

 

In a double delight for the state, Jadavpur University (JU) has tied with IIT-Madras at the 76th position. Jawaharlal Nehru 

University (JNU) is the last entrant from India at the 90th position. 

 

There were 13 carefully calibrated performance indicators against which the higher educational institutions were judged 

by THE this time. The heads were: teaching and learning environment leading to transfer of knowledge; research 

volume, income and reputation; citations that the institution has received for its research and academic influence; 

income from the industry through innovations; and each institution's international outlook. 
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